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Where can they be found?

Four-Spotted Chasers are found throughout most of Europe. In Britain, the
species is common and widespread, but is absent from some parts of
north-east England.

When can you see them?
Adults are found flying from mid-May to mid-August.

Life cycle

Mating is brief and takes place in mid-air. The female often lays her eggs
alone, but is sometimes guarded by the male. The eggs are released as the
female dips or flicks the tip of her abdomen on the water surface over patches
of aquatic plants. The eggs hatch after about a month. The nymphs live
underwater among plant debris, where they grow for over two years. When
they are fully developed, they leave the water — usually early in the morning —
and shed their skins to emerge as winged adults on vegetation by the waters
edge or on leaves and stems sticking out of the water.

What do they do?

The males are very territorial, leaving their chosen perch to find females,
chase rival males or bully smaller dragonflies, often returning to perch on
the same twig, branch or leaf at the water s edge.

Did you know...?

Dragonflies and damselflies look beautiful but they are predators, catching
other insects in flight when they are adults, and hunting them underwater as
nymphs.



