


   

 

When can you see them? 
Adults are present almost all year round, though they hibernate in buildings 
during winter months. The period of peak activity is from May to September.

   

 

Life cycle 
Eggs are laid in late spring and early summer by adults that have over-
wintered from the previous autumn. They are white, cigar-shaped and are 
attached to leaves by a long filament at one end. They take a few weeks to 
complete development and then pupate inside a round silken cocoon 
attached to the underside of a leaf. The adults of this generation are on the 
wing in mid-summer and immediately lay eggs so that a second life-cycle is 
completed before the autumn, and the emerging adults prepare for 
hibernation. 

   

 

What do they do? 
The larvae are predatory and they actively hunt aphids, scale-insects, 
caterpillars and insect eggs on foliage.  The adults, however, are not 
predators, but feed on nectar, pollen and honeydew. 

   

 

Did you know…? 
Before mating, the adults court each other by vibrating their abdomens to 
produce ultra-low frequency songs that are carried through the leaves on 
which they are standing. 

 
 


